
Disabilities Resources

      

The Social Security and Supplemental Security Income disability programs are the largest of several Federal programs that provide assistance to people with disabilities. While these two programs are different in many ways, both are administered by the Social Security Administration and only individuals who have a disability and meet medical criteria may qualify for benefits under either program.

    -  Social Security Disability Insurance  pays benefits to you and certain members of your family if you are "insured," meaning that you worked long enough and paid Social Security taxes.
    -  Supplemental Security Income  pays benefits based on financial need.

To Apply:

    -  Use the Benefits Eligibility Screening Tool  to find out which programs may be able to pay you benefits.
    -  When you apply for either program, SSA will collect medical and other information from you and make a decision about whether or not you meet Social Security's definition of disability .
    -  You can complete both the Application  and Adult Disability and Work
History Report  online.
    -  You can complete the online Adult Disability and Work History Report . Call 1-800-772-1213  (TTY 1-800-325-0778 ) or contact 
your local Social Security Office  to set up an appointment to complete the SSI application form in person or over the phone.
    -  You can complete the Child Disability Report  online. Call 1-800-772-1213  (TTY 1-800-325-0778 ) or contact 
your local Social Security Office  to set up an appointment to complete the rest of the application in person or over the phone. 

To Appeal

    -  If your application has recently been denied, the Internet Appeal  is a starting point to request a review of our decision about your eligibility for disability benefits.

 

The PA Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program:

    -  The PA Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65 and older; widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people with disabilities age 18 and older. The program expansion increased the income limit from $15,000 to $35,000 (which excludes half of Social Security income) for homeowners and raises the maximum rebate for both homeowners and renters from $500 to $650. The income limit for renters is $15,000.

The deadline to apply for a rebate on property taxes or rent paid in 2008 has been extended to Dec. 31, 2009.
 
If you think you may qualify to receive a rebate in 2008, download the form online .
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http://www.ssa.gov/disability/
dibplan/index.htm
ssi/
best
dibplan/dqualify4.htm
http://www.ssa.gov/applyfordisability/adult.htm
http://www.ssa.gov/adultdisabilityreport/
http://www.ssa.gov/adultdisabilityreport/
http://www.ssa.gov/adultdisabilityreport/
http://www.ssa.gov/locator/
http://www.ssa.gov/childdisabilityreport/
http://www.ssa.gov/locator/
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/disability/appeal
http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/property_tax_rent_rebate/14711


Disabilities Resources

Additional Resources:

    -      
    -  Disability Rights Networking PA

1-800-692-7443
http://www.drnpa.org/

    -  Disability Law Project
1-800-274-3258 

    -  Institutional Law Project
215-925-5337
http://www.pailp.org

    -  SEPTA Customized Community Transport          
610-713-2658 (information & application) http://www.septa.org/service/cct_connect.html

    -  COMPASS (application process) https://www.humanservices.state.pa.us/compass/CMHOM.aspx
    -  Food Stamps

http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/ServicesPrograms/FoodStamps/
    -  PA Enrollment Services

1-800-440-3989
http://www.enrollnow.net

    -  County Assistance Offices http://dpw.state.pa.us 
610-447-5500 (Delaware County)
610-466-1000 (Chester County)
610-270-3500 (Montgomery County)       

    -  Philadelphia Blindness and Visual Services
215-560-5700
http://www.dli.state.pa.us/landi/cwp/view.asp?a=128&Q=190368

    -  Blind Veteran's Pension  (717) 861-8911
    -  Community Services Program for Persons with Physical Disabilities

717-783-2215    
    -  Long Term Care Profiles

1-877-PA-HEALTH
www.health.state.pa.us/qa/ltc
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